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‘Volunteers reac

By'STEVE COLLINS

STAFF WRITER -
BRISTOL - Friday's

rain. .didn’t A,damp_en the

- volanteers -who famned:
--out across:the coramuni-
ty as part of the United
Wa)f s Day of
C

: hard-pressed
nonprofits,
unteers  painted walls,
| shoveled ~mulch, swept
floors, dunked plastlc toys
into- buckets of bleach

. . Mike Orazzi 1 Staff.
General Electnc 's John Po!lman cleans up the grounds at the. New England Carousel Muse-
umon Rlversnde Avenue m Brlstol as part of the Umted Way Day of Carmg Friday mommg

- spirits -of “hundreds - of -

. and much m ch more at: -

At the New %ﬁglénd

Ca.rousel Museum, 30
General Electiic - work-
ers from  Plainville
worked side-by-side ‘with
a- group of high school
:students:te spruce up the
RlVCISldC Avenue destina-
tion’s outside
appearance.

- Despite the
sometimes
heavy rain,
: J%t owas  like -

an ant farm out there”

W1Lh ‘people  scurrying

-in " every direction, said

- Liouise DeMars, the direc-
tor of the museum. “You
can't -beat that. kind of

See LIKE, Page 3




Like: an ant farm, Volunteers sCurned in every dnrectlon

contmued from Page i
dechcatlon, .she said. . )

Mike Seabrook;a systems engr—
neer at GE’s Plainville branch,

said he shoveled. a lot of mulch-

with his -colleagues, allow who
“were here to. do -work” as- they
have for the Day of .Carmg for
many years. .

“It’s. like having an Army. I
“want all of these people to move
in and stay with us,” DeMars said.

At “the homeless shelter on
Upson. Street, students from both .
of the city’s pubhc high' schools '

and a couple more from Plamvﬂle

H_tgh Schiool were busy pmntmg

' ha]lways and:more. . -

“I’s. so-nice to. give back to
the commumty _that .does. so
much for us,” said Bristol Central
High - .School ' junior ::Athepa
Giannopoulis- while standing on

"a ladder inside the -St. Vincent

DePaul Society’s. sheler. -

Glannopouhs said she dlvdnt',

mind missing school to help out.
“AP exams are over. My Work is
done,” she-said. .

Nzhadi A5, a antol Eastern
High- School junior, said' it was

“pretty. nice™ to' get out of class

Mlke Orazz | Staff

Brothers Matt and Shawn Fonseca work on the grounds at the antol ARC
on Lake Ayenue durmg of the United Way Day ( of Carlng Frlday mommg sn

Bristol.

and c}np in wn:h the coxmmmlty—

- wide effort: Ali said-she'd painted -

a radiator and ‘a ha]lway at the

gheltér.

““We've all been pamtmg sald

William Young, 2 United “Way

representative at the ‘shelter: He

said plans o work on ‘the Gut-
side of the buﬂdmg were shelved
because of the rain, which hap- .
‘peried “at several other spo:.s as

We]l.‘"
‘But the Work wetit on anywa

" “We are ineredibly hucky to have

s6 ‘many dedicated volunteers who

were willing to ‘brave the tainy

“conditions today to help ‘out our

community.,” said Denna Osuch,
president ‘of ‘the United" Way of
West Central Connecticut. -
Dayof Caring began'in 1992 as
a way to help employees- of local

’corporatlons interact-with human _

service agencies ~and has grown
since then.
““The" nonprofit orgamzauons

“that: benefit ‘from the work of

these volunteers often do noot have
thé resources themselves to com-

’,plete these projects and they rely
on-this evént each year to get this

Work done,” she ‘said.
“DeMars “said " small orgamza
tions such as the carousel musetim

dor’t ‘have the money of staff to -

_do so much work themselves.

She said that the timing ‘is:

impeccablé to get things cleaned

: up to “kick start” the summer sea-
son'when more visitors show upat-

~the museurnys: doors.

At the ~Imagine -Nation, 26

:Cigna employees and a handful 6f

students were busy cleamng up all

sorts of things

Jena Doohtﬂe spread thousands

of tiny plastic toys out to dry after

washing them in a bucket ﬁﬂl of

-bleach.

“L'am dlsnﬁemng alt the toys, :

.she said. “T dor’t think 711" get the +~

smell of bleach out-of my hands

for a while” -
Three Plamvﬂle students -

-sophomore Ally Bernier and
freshmen Luc St. Pierre and Erin’
Kordik — swept up dust and tiny

rocks around a first ﬂoor exlubzt
neary.
- like helpmg out,” Kordlk said.
“Everyones domg ‘their: fair
share At’s pretty Jmpresswe, vsmd

]ess1ca Abate, a socml Worker for
the Plainville school who advises
‘the town’s chapter of the Umted

' Wa)/ s youth board..

‘Doolittle said the Cigna Work-

. ers, whose company has ‘moved

out of Bristol, stll come to the
event beécause they live in town

f:endloverthe chance to! Chlp in and

- “You feel good- that you Te help-
mg out,” she said.
Osuch' said the many volun-
teers. each year, ' many of whom

_retum- annually, exernphfy the
“true spirit.of what it means” to .
follow the chant}/ s “lee Umted”

,motto. .

Stefae Callms azn be reacked at
( 5’60) 584—0501 ext. 7254, or at
;;Qllzns@brzsfpljvre:s.cm ,




